Cognitive
Dysfunction
Syndrome
In Dogs

In Conclusion

Many dogs are not examined for mental
deterioration until the symptoms have
become quite severe. Some of these pets
may show a poor response to L-Deprenyl
due to the extent of their existing deterioration. L-Deprenyl should be used as
early as possible in dogs exhibiting signs
of mental deterioration.
The aging process cannot be avoided in
our pets any more than we can avoid it
ourselves, however, the use of proper
nutrition, exercise, and L-Deprenyl (in
select cases exhibiting mental deterioration) may allow dogs to live longer and
more complete lives.

Newport Hills A i al Hospital….
...a unique veterinary hospital…
...large enough to provide state of
the art medicine, yet small enough
to offer personalized care….

Newport Hills Animal Hospital
2670 San Miguel Drive
Newport Beach
California 92660

Phone: (949) 759-1911
Fax (949) 759-1911
Email: nhahvet@aol.com
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The Aging Process: can it be slowed down?
The Symptoms

The Cause

The Treatment

The symptoms of mental deterioration
in an older dog may include a decreased
ability to recognize familiar people,
places and other animals. In addition,
the dog may become less interested in
food, may fail to respond to commands
and may develop changes in its sleepwake cycle (awake, pacing at night).
There may also be accidents in the
house in the absence of any specific
physical or behavioral causes. We have
always referred to these dogs as “just
getting old” but is that really correct?

Research in humans and animals has
shown that there is a loss of the neurotransmitter Dopamine within certain areas of the
brain in patients with cognitive dysfunction. Treatment has been directed at elevating and preserving Dopamine levels in
the brain and reducing “free radicals”.
Free radicals are natural by-products of
metabolism that build up within the various
cells of the body and interfere with normal
cellular function.

A drug called L-Deprenyl is used in people with Parkinson’s Disease and with
Alzheimer’s. It is also used in dogs with
Cognitive Dysfunction Syndrome (mental
deterioration). L-Deprenyl increases both
dopamine levels and nerve function. This
drug is also beneficial because it appears
to promote naturally-occurring free radical scavengers.

Free radicals are thought to be involved
in almost every age-related disorder
including cancer.

The response to L-Deprenyl can vary
from patient to patient. Some dogs show
dramatic improvement in brain function
while others show little improvement.
Dogs that improve will be more alert and
with less “old dog confusion”.

